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¢ quantity of sediment in a river

indicates the health of the river
system. Just ask Dr. Cathy Conrad, a
Geography professor at Saint Mary's
University who has been monitoring the
sediment levels of Sackville River for the
past three years.

An increase in sediment levels has seri-
ous repercussions on the ecology of a river
system. The excess sediment destroys fish
habitats and kills adult fish as they find it
hard to breath and difficult to find food.
The sediment enables harmful contami-
nants to be carried downstream casily.
From an aecsthetic point of view, large
amounts of sediment give the Sackville
Eiver an unattractive, muddy-colored
appearance. Rapid immigration to the
Bedford-Sackville area of Halifax has led
to an increase in sedimentation of the
Saclville River.

Dr. Conrad’s research gives her students
the opportunity to get involved in hands-
on learning that has a dircct impact on the
surrounding community. “T think it is
really important for students to see that
the knowledge that they gain in the class-

room can be directly applicd to concerns that members of our community have.”

On a positive note Dr. Conrad is noticing a gradual decrease in sediment as a result of education
and public awareness cfforts. The SRA (Sackville River Association) volunteers have spoken at schools
and conferences. Public awarcness has also been promoted with small gestures, like painting images of
fish at catch basins in residential areas, or having the council erect signs naming the river where it was
crossed by a road. Sedimentation has also decreased as a result of the installation of digger logs by the
SRA. These digger logs are large logs that are installed in freshwater rivers to restore and create fish
habitat. They help to clean and oxygenate water as well as producing deep pools and spawning beds.

comvinued innde
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This past year has been a time of
celebration at Saint Mary's as the
University marked its 200th
anniversary. I was delighted to
be able to join the Faculty of Arts
at this milestone in its history.
Since taking up my dutics in
May, 2002, T have cnjoyed working with the
vibrant and growing community of faculey, staff,
students and graduates. In keeping with the spir-
it of celebration, this issuc of Swearty features sto-
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ries about some recent accomplishments in the
Faculty of Arts.

It is widely recognized in the Faculty of Arts
that lcamning takes place both inside and outside
the classroom. Several profiles of students pursu-
ing BA degrees open windows on the dynamic
learning environment available at Saint Mary's.
These students tell of rich learning experiences
made possible by professors who link course work
with their rescarch projects or with community
outrcach initiatives. The reports include student
nvolvement in such real-life projects as environ-
mental monitoring of the Sackville River, an
archacological dig in Africa, a model UN confer-
ence, and a video production on philosophic

issues. We are proud of our wide-ranging oppor-
tunitics for expericntial lcaming that involve stu-

The SEA is a group of dedi-
cated community volunteers who
contribute time and energy for
the betterment of the communi-
ty. Dr. Conrad tries to instill that
same sense of volunteerism in her
students by first having them
work with the SBEA volunteers on
the River projects and sccondly
by having the students volunteer
in ways related to their education and carning
bonus marks in the process. “It 15 mutually
beneficial; the community groups get more help
and the smdents get a great learning experience
that they can also receive credit for,” she savs.
“By working with volunteer groups, students also
get access to potential emplovers. Previous
students have ended up with jobs with the
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Welcome from the Dean of Arts

dents in both the university and the communiry.

Opportunitics for close student-faculty nter-
action arc a hallmark of the learning environment
at Saint Marys generally, and specifically in the
Faculty of Arts. As you read the various student
profiles, vou cannot help but notice how the per-
sonal atmosphere is mentioned again and again.
In fact, many of the students credit this feature of
their BA experience for their academic and pro-
fessional success. We are proud of our personal-
ied leaming environment and are pleased to
showease the benefits it can bring to students.

A particular honour for the Faculty was the
naming of Dr. Peter Twohig to the Canada
Rescarch Chair in Adantic Canada Studies. This
program has a long tradition of outstanding schal-
arship, and this appointment will enhance its
strength in the years to come.

As the Smarry profiles will show wvou, the
Faculty of Arts is committed to continuing its 200-
year tradition of cxcellence. I encourage vou to
discover more about our activitics, and to become
part of the Arts cxperience.

ﬁé‘b ¢ {E-;c:ffﬂmi

Dr. Esther E. Enns
Dican of Arts

of Fisheries and

Environment Canada,

Department
Oceans,
MNova Scotia Power and various
rescarch internships.”

¥ ... As institutions of higher educa-
tion, I feel that we have a greart ser-
| vice to provide to members of the
community”, says Dr Conrad.
“That’s why I incorporate commu-
nity-based questions and concerns
into my teaching and my research. I can
not think of anything more fulfilling than to ask
a community group what their biggest questions
are, and then sct out to try and help answer those
questions. On the other side of the coin,
members of the community have a wealth of
knowledge that faculty and students can equally
learn from.”
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Having acquired a
theoretical lmowl-
edge of politics at
Saint Maryk, Lara
McGuire is now
learning the prac-
tice of politics on
the front lines.
Lara, affectionate-
ly Imown as “Spud” in Ottawa’s political circles,
recently campaigned in the New Brunswick
provincial election and helped prepare the Liberals

in PEI for an clection. She also helped gencrate
support in the Atlantic Provinces for Sheila Copps
when she was vying for the liberal leadership.

After completing the first year of her degree in
her native PEL she decided she needed to get away
from home. She visited the universitics in Halifax
and “fell in love with Saint Mary’s,” she says. “1
was still looking for a small school but wanted the
opportunity to meet new people and live in a new
provinee.”

The description of the political science cours-
es in Saint Mary’s Academic Calendar led to her
decision to major in political science. “They all
sounded very interesting, so I decided to give it
a shor” When international law and politics
courses were mntroduced at Saint Mary’s, Lara
enrolled in Courts and Constitutions. The pro-
fessor encouraged students to “go in our own
direction with our individual course work. Afeer
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Would-Be Astronomer Turns
Literature Bufft

Many are familiar with the large dome on top of
Saint Mary’s high-rise residence building. It's a
Halifax landmark and difficult to miss when in the
neighborhood. For Kendall Shiclds, it was the
Observatory that led to his decision to attend the
University. What’ so peculiar about this is that
Kendall majored in English not Astronomy.

The Bedford nativet original intent was to
study astrophysics. “I was convinced that astro-
physics was the thing for me, and that made Saint
Mary’s the place. Saint Mary’s also offered me a

Saint Mary’s Leaves Indelible Mark

completing that course, I knew [ wanted to study
international law and I have held firm to this
desire cver since.”

The sense of community Lara found at Saint
Marys contributed to her overall positive experi-
ence. “It was both academic and social,” she says.
While a student, Lara was busy oversecing the
SMU DEAFT Team - an alcohol awareness pro-
gram on campus that promotes the responsible
use of alcohol, aswell as working for the Students’
Assoclation in her final year. She also held part-
time jobs as a rescarch assistant and a teaching
assistant. “This gave me the opportunity to get to
know my professors at a more intimate level than
I otherwise would have.” She adds that, “given the
small size of the department you end up having
the same professors for many of your courses and
the same students in those classes which affords
people the chance to develop close relationships
with professors and peers.”

Lara recently worked with Sheila Copps,
Minister of Canadian Heritage, in Ottawa, as an
assistant to the Atlantic Region, handling issues
of regional importance, attending mectings with
other assistants from MP offices and the Prime
Ministers Office, and serving as a liaison between
MLAs and the Minister. She also volunteered as
Atlantic Youth Coordinator for Sheila Copps'
leadership campaign. Lara is now a student at the
University of Ottawa Law School where she is
specializing in international law,

nice little scholarship,
which scaled the deal
But mostly it was the
Ohscrvatory.™

Funny thing was he
ended up rtaking an
entirely different path
of study. “My decision
to major in English is
entirely attributable to
one man: Ken Snyder,
a now-retired profes-
sor of English.” As a
student in his first-year Introduction to Literature
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Shiclds concinued

course, “Professor Snyder was this deeply polar-
izing, but, to me, lirresistible figure. He present-
ed the study of literature not as not just an acad-
emic discipline, but as a way of being in the world,
away of thinking critically about the past and pre-
scot.”

Kendall was also impressed with the voung fac-
ulty in the English department. “The English
department was full of brilliant young professors
«. It was an cxciting place to be, surrounded by
these fascinating young scholars, who were
exceedingly kind and genecrous with their time.
There was no shortage of people to look up to,”
he says.

Kendall graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in
Honors English and is now in his third year of a
PhD program in English at the University of
Toronto. “The Honors English program at Saint
Mary's simply could not have better prepared me
for PhD work,” he says. He was accepted direct-
ly into the PhD program rather than having to
complete a Master's program first. *I think this
direct admission is attributable to, and a testament
to, the quality of the English program at Saint
Mary's.” After completing his PhD, Kendall hopes
to teach.

ATLANTIC CANADA STUDIES jlisgS1Simyiel[1¢:

at Saint Mary's

In 2003, the federal govern-
ment announced a Canada
Rescarch Chair in Atlantic
Canada Studies for Saint
Mary's University. Dr. Peter L.
Twohig assumed this new role.
Dr. Twohig is recognized as a brilliant young
scholar with impressive rescarch credentials at an
carly stage in his carcer. He has developed a
broad-based cxpertise regarding the history of
health care in Atlantic Canada. His approach has
been to focus on the delivery of health care by
understanding how professions in this ficld are
formed and how wvarious health professionals
interact. His research has been critical to the
debate on health care reform and restructuring.
His rescarch program at Saint Marys will
extend his existing work, producing two new
books on health care workers in Atlantic Canada
and a history of public health in MNova Scotia. A
third project will address the cvolution of cvi-

Research Chair for Atlantic Canada Studies

dence-based medicine in the context of family
practice. Taken together, the three streams of his
rescarch will have implications for our under-
standing of health services and the emergence of
the welfare state in Canada.

Students who work with Dr. Twohig will have
the unique opportunity of being trained by a dis-
tinguished scholar pursuing ground-breaking
rescarch in the history of healthcare in Atlantic
Canada. They will experience the thrill of asking
questions never asked before, learn the skills of
research and analysis, and gain insight into med-
ical issues that affect the lives of everyday people.

The Canada Rescarch Chair Program, funded
by the Government of Canada, is the most ambi-
tious initiative of its kind in the world. Tt allows
Canadian universitics to attract and retain out-
standing researchers at the peak of their careers,
as well as those whose carcers are ready to

take off.
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Learning About Asia from
Difterent Angles

Professor Jim Morrison of Saint

Mary's Asian Studies program believes

the best way to learn about Asia is by |

using a multi-disciplinary approach.

That is by having professors from various disci-
plincs, geography, political scicnce, history to
name a few, who also have a special interest in
Asian Studies to teach sudents about Asia from
their own unique perspective.

Commerce student Angela Hopper agreces.
Currently completing a  double major in
Marketing and Global Business Management,
Angela became interested in the Asian Smudics
approach after two years of Chinese language
classes. “I enjoyed these classes so much that I
continued on taking other classes with the Asian
Studics program as free clectives,” she says.

Dr. Morrison says the multidisciplinary
approach is modeled after other similar programs
at the University like the Atlantic Canada Studics
program. By choosing a specific theme like immi-
gration or women for instance and then looking
at the theme through different academic disci-
plines, students are able to work with the various
cxperts on campus. “This prepares the student for
the reality of a part of the world thatwe can exam-
ine from a varicty of perspectives,” he says. *So
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Unearthing the Unknown

Imagine having the opportunity to join an inter-
national team of archacologists on a dig in Africa.
Thats what happened to Andrea Richardson, a
graduate of Saint Mary's anthropology depart-
ment.

Andrea recently joined an international team
of researchers in Northern Cameroon. The team
inchaded a conservator, illustraror, anthropolo-
gists, archacologists and local people from the
arca. Andrea took part in the excavation of two
archacological sites in the Mandara Mountains.
The main purpose of the excavations was to clear
rubble so they could better understand the archi-
tecture of the sites which included stone plat-
forms, staircases, passages and terraces. They also
collected and studied pottery, as well as iron and
copper artifacts,

if a student is planning on a diplomat-

ic carecr, a business carcer, or to tcach

English in Asia, they will be well

cquipped to have a decper appreciation

for the culture, language and politics of
ij_ this part of the world.”

P Angela first learned about the pro-
gram from a fellow Commerce student who was
also taking a course in the Asian Studics program.
*I was particularly interested in this ficld of stody
because the vast majority of the world is of Asian
descent, and also because I find Asian values and
culture extremely fascinating.”

She says when she began in the program, she
felt intimidared because she had never traveled to
Asia and knew little about this part of the world.
“However, the wonderful thing about the Asian
Studies program is that you don’t have to have a
vast amount of Aslan experience to be welcome
in the program by the faculty and students,” she
SAyS.

“By the end of my last Asian course, T was
among the top in my class. This was achicved pri-
marily because of the support I received from the
students and professors in the program. I must
add that Dir. Morrison is truly the heart of the
program. He is a very wisc and approachable man
.. after almost 40 SMUT courses; he is my favorite

professor by far!”

What I love most about
my ficld is the exploration of
the unknown. Every time
that an archacologist starts a
new project, he or she learns
something new about the
period and place of study, and
about the people there in the
past,” she says.

Originally from Oyster
Pond on MNova Scotias cast-
ern shore, her decision to attend Saine Mary's was

an easy onc. The Anthropology department
offered all the courses she was interecsted in,
including archacology, physical anthropology, lin-
guistic anthropology, and social and cultural
anthropology. “I lkmew I wanted to study one of

comsinued over
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TEACHING EXCELLENCE

Richardsen convinued

these topics, and that I wanted experience in all
of them.” As well, there was the added bonus that
Saint Mary location allowed her to save money
by living at home.

She gives the Anthropology program high
marks. “The professors have a good understand-
ing of the topics they teach, and their enthusiasm
for their subject shows. The program covers a
broad range of topics, given that the department

Drama Professor Receives
Universitv's Highest Honors
tor Teaching

Dr. Janet Hill, professor of English,
is this years winner of the Reverend
William A. Stewart, 5], Medal for Excellence in
Teaching. The award recognizes faculty members
who have made an extraordinary contribution to
the education of Saint Marys students through
teaching in the University’s tradition of quality
undergraduate education.

*1 really am deeply honoured personally. I
spend a great deal of time thinking abour how
leaming takes place and how best to facilitate it,”
says Dir. Hill. “It's nice to feel that it's mattered.”
Dr. Hill began teaching at Saint Mary's in 1998 as
an assistant professor of English. As to why she
lowves teaching, she says: “There are many reasons
and they change constantly. ... I like working in
something that demands that I keep learning and
responding to new situations. Because I'm inter-
acting with students, I'm always discovering new
ways to look at my subject and at how communi-
cation takes place. Everything is dynamic and
under constant review. I often discard approaches
that were successful in the past and then no longer
work for me or the students.”

in quite small,” says Andrea. “The small depart-
ment is a benefit as well The small class sizes
in the upper level, allow vou to ask questions
and to get to know the other students as well as
the professors.”

Andrea is now completing a Master of Arts at
the University of Calgary and would someday
like to complete a PhD so she can teach anthro-
palogy or archacology in the future,

In the summer of 2001, togeth-
er with her colleague, Dr. Goran
Stanivukovic, Dr. Hill developed
a special topics course called
“Shalespeare in Stratford-upon-
Avon.” This course includes a trip
to England where students expe-
rience Shakespeare performed by
professional actors in Shakespeare
country. *I'm really excited by my subject {drama)
and can’t think of anything better than having a
job which requires me to talk about it with other
people. Talking about drama to them extends my
own thinking; listening to students does so too,
frequently challenging me to re-think® says
Dir. Hill.

“Another challenge that I enjoy and believe to
be wital is trving to cstablish a class as a learning
COMMUNItY - a genuine one, not faked. The stu-
dents do a great deal of talking to one another,
and I try to move around as much as possible to
speak individually to students. I believe that learn-
ing has to be genuinely collaborative, transac-
tional. Striking a balance between cncouraging
students to speak out of their individual experi-
ence and stimulating them to expand beyond their
own immediate experience is difficult, but also
challenging. Both need to happen. When I can
tell that it has, itk eminently satisfying.”
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UN MODEL CONFERENCE

In April 2003, while most stu-
dents were busy studving for
their exams, a delegation of Saint Mary's students
traveled to New York City to participate in a five
day Mational Model United Nations (NMUN)
conference. The annual conference is one of the
largest of its kind, bringing together some 3,000
students from universities and colleges around the
world. Students experienced first hand the chal-
lenges and rewards of running the UN system
accompanicd by their academic advisor, Dr. Marc
Doucet of Saint Mary's Political Science depart-
ment. The Saint Mary's delegation, the only del-
egation from MNova Scotia in attendance, proudly
represented the Republic of Paraguay on several
UN committecs. Working late into the cvening,
SMU delegates debated issues, drafted working
papers, formulated resolutions, endured inter-
minable voting procedures, and even squeezed in
some sightseeing between committee sessions!
Preparations to attend the conference began in
September 2002 when the idea was first proposed

Philosophy on
the Big Screen

When Eric Boudreau
and Joe Maloney decid-
ed on an alternative for-
mat to the usual class
presentation style, lictle
did thn know the impact that their decision would
have on their eventual carcer paths. What started
as a video presentation for a metaphysics class at
Saint Mary's has become their start in the movic
business.

The pair of philosophy students embarked on
their ambitious project for a seminar-style class
tackling the subject of “knowledge”. Their goal
was to make the heavy philosophical subject mat-
ter fun. “Our film was philosophy and comedy, so
even those who aren’t hardcore philosophers
would be entertained,” says Eric.

The duo wrote the script in March, shot the
entire film in four days - a challenging schedule
for even the most scasoned producers. “We were
running out of time....and wow was that a heetic
four days! We edited the movie the night before

MalISORYelis04 ERIC BOUDREAU/JOE MALONEY
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Political Science Students Participate in UN Model
Conference in New York

to students registered in the International
Oirganization course. Students formed the SMU
Model UN Society (SMUMUNS) and began
organizing various fundraising activitics. A small-
cr delegation of five was sent to the Canadian
International Model UN (CANIMUN) confer-
ence in Ottawa in March to gain some practical
experience and help the larger group prepare for
Mew York. The group received strong financial
support from the administration at Saint Mary's.
The students also benefited from an external trav-
cl grant provided by the Department of Foreign
Affairs and International Trade (DFATT) and the
UM Association in Canada. Without this broad
support participation in this unique international
event would not have been possible.

The 2002-03 SMUMUNS delegation includ-
cd: Katherine Baillic, Jarret Boon, Jesse Cooper,
Danie]l Cosman, Lori Cuortis, Maric Frenctre,
Keely Hollis, Stephanie Hughes, Ozlem
Metinoglu, Kristin O'Toole, Claire Robinson,
Rayna Sanford, Sarah Sweency and Matt Wells.

the premiere and then had to run to the comput-
er store for help to get it onto a dvd. Showtime
was 4 o’clock, and at 2:30 we still weren't done ...
Anyway, it did get done in time and we showed
“The Quest for Knowledge’ to our class that after-
noomn.”

Eric says that after all the time and money they
had invested in the project, he was really hoping
people would like it “But I couldn’t have dreamed
of how well it went over! We just blew people
away, my professor Shelagh, [Crooks] in particu-
lar. Tt went so well that we had to have a
sccond viewing.” Dir. Crooks and D, Peter March
thought that the video would have an audience
bevond Saint Mary's. “They thought that our style
and humour worked very well. And we loved
doing it. It was by far one of the busicst wecks of
my life, but it was also one of the most fun weeks
I have spent,” says Eric.

So Eric and Joe are in the process of produc-
ing another film. They say that this will give them
a chance to iron out the mistakes they made in
their first video and they plan on doing some mar-
ket rescarch with their second film at universitics
across the Maritimes.




ARTS PROGRAMS AT A GLANCE

Bachelor of Arts [Honours] | French

Bachelor of Arts [Major] Geography
Bachelor of Arts [General] | German

Master of Arts - Atlantic Hispanic Studies
Canada Studies, History

Criminology, History, International Development
International Development Studies

Studies, Philosophy and Irish Studies

Women's Studies Linguistics

Mathematics

Philosophy

Political Science
Psychology

Religious Studies

Sociology
Women's Studies

smarts facts

* Saint Mary's has the largest Arts Faculty in
Nova Scotia

* At Saint Mary's you can take an Arts degree while
minoring in Business or the Sciences.

* The 20-credit program provides added program diversity.

* Metro inter-university programs allow you to draw
on the best resources local universities have to offer
Programs are available in Flm Studies, Linguistics and
Wormen's Studies.

* Saint Mary's is the only University in Canada where
you can complete an undergraduate degree in
Irish Studies.

* Saint Mary's has the only stand-alone Criminology
program in Atlantic Canada, which includes the
Bachelor, Honours, Graduate Diploma and Master's.

* The Creative Writing program enables students to have
their work published in a University publication.

* Cultural life on campus includes an Art Gallery, a
performing arts series, the Saint Mary's Drama
Sodety, a Writer-in-Residence reading, and a Public

Majors

Anthropology

Asian Studies

Atlantic Canada Studies
Classics

Criminology

FOR MORE INFORMATION | Mgy et e s ,
* Saint Mary's has the only Asian Studies program in

Faculty of Arts Atlantic Canada.

tel 902.420.5522 * Saint Mary's is the first Canadian university to offer

fax 902.496.8782 a Shakespeare course at Stratford-upon-Avon,

e-mail facultyarts@smu.ca

Student Recruitment

tel 9024965280

fax 902.420.5073

e-mail  recruitment@@smu.ca
web site www.smiLca
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