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Letter from the Guest Editors

ESTIMADOS LECTORES,

Es un placer compartir con ustedes este nimero
especial de la Revista Internacional de
Contabilidad y Gestién Cooperativa, dedicado al
movimiento cooperativo en Costa Rica. Nos
emociond la invitacion a ser editores invitados
de este numero especial. Estamos aun mas
contentos ahora, después de trabajar en los
articulos que fueron seleccionados para el
numero especial. Muestran claramente Ia
vitalidad, la profundidad y la siempre presente
capacidad de adaptacion que exhibe el sector
cooperativo en Costa Rica.

El  cooperativismo  costarricense  tiene
profundas raices en la historia del pais, como lo
destaca el articulo de Ronald Campos Villegas.
Durante la segunda mitad del siglo XIX ya
existian organizaciones cooperativas operando
en Costa Rica, aunque ninguna de ellas
sobrevivié. El Cdédigo del Trabajo de 1943
obligaba al Estado a promover las cooperativas,
una responsabilidad que quedd consagrada en
la Constitucion promulgada en 1949. La fase
moderna de las organizaciones cooperativas
costarricenses comienza con la creacién de
Coopevictoria R.L. en 1943, una cooperativa
con la mision de industrializar la cafia de azucar
y promover la produccidn de café, que sigue
activa en la actualidad.

En 1947 se establecid una cooperativa de
ganaderos lecheros, Cooprole R.L. Procesa y
comercializa la producciéon de sus miembros,
tanto en Costa Rica como a nivel internacional
(ver el articulo de Luis Mastroeni Camacho en
nuestro numero especial). Hoy en dia, las
organizaciones cooperativas estan activas en
muchos sectores de la economia, que van desde
las cooperativas de productores, como
Coopevictoria R.L. y Cooprole R.L. a
cooperativas de ahorro y crédito, electrificacion
y muchas otras dreas, incluyendo el
mantenimiento de aeronaves, de las cuales
Coopesa R.L. —fundada en 1963— es el Unico
provider en Centroameérica. Mas

DEAR READERS,

It is a great pleasure to share with you this
special issue of the International Journal of Co-
operative Accounting and Management that is
devoted to the co-operative movement in
Costa Rica. We were thrilled by the invitation
to be guest editors of this issue. We are even
happier now, after working on the articles that
have been selected for publication in it. They
clearly show the vibrancy, depth, and ever-
present capacity to adapt exhibited by the co-
operative sector in Costa Rica.

The Costa Rican co-operative movement has
deep roots in the history of the country, as the
article by Ronald Campos Villegas highlights.
During the second half of the 19th century,
there were already co-operative organizations
operating in Costa Rica, although none of them
has survived to the present day. The Labour
Code of 1943 obliged the State to promote co-
operatives, a responsibility that was enshrined
in the constitution enacted in 1949. The
modern phase of Costa Rican co-operative
organizations started with the creation of
Coopevictoria R.L. in 1943, a co-operative with
a mission to industrialize the production of
sugarcane and to promote that of coffee. It
remains active today.

A co-operative of dairy farmers — Cooprole
R.L. — was established in 1947. It processes
and markets the production of its members,
both in Costa Rica and internationally (see the
article by Luis Mastroeni Camacho in our
special issue). Nowadays, co-operative
organizations are active in many sectors of the
economy, ranging from producer co-
operatives, such as Coopevictoria R.L. and
Cooprole R.L. to credit unions and even
electrification, and many other areas,
including aircraft maintenance, of which
Coopesa R.L. — founded in 1963 — is the sole
provider in Central America. More recently, a
self-managed co-operative of workers has
started its registration and will soon enter the
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recientemente, una cooperativa
autogestionada de trabajadores que inicid su
registro entrard en el mercado de la publicidad
y las comunicaciones. Su creacion 'y
funcionamiento son objeto del articulo de Karla
Chaves Brenes y Jorge Arturo Campos Montero
en este numero especial.

La creciente importancia econdmica del
movimiento cooperativo en Costa Rica se ha
visto reflejada en su desarrollo institucional.
Uno de esos esfuerzos es la Universidad
Fundepos, un centro de educacion superior que
brinda capacitacion a los empleados de las
cooperativas, de Costa Rica y otros paises de
América Latina. Su desarrollo y funcionamiento
son objeto de un articulo de esta edicidn
especial de Sergio Navas.

Otros articulos del numero especial tratan
sobre los esfuerzos de las cooperativas para
avanzar en el cumplimiento de los Objetivos de
Desarrollo Sostenible establecidos por la
Organizacion de las Naciones Unidas, y los
esfuerzos para aprobar una legislacion
destinada a apoyar el funcionamiento de las
plataformas electrénicas para las cooperativas
en el pais.

Las cooperativas han prosperado en Costa Rica
durante los ultimos 80 afios, siendo capaces de
sobrevivir a muchas crisis y recesiones
econdmicas, al tiempo que aprovechan las
nuevas oportunidades que surgieron a lo largo
del tiempo. Esos éxitos merecen ser
compartidos ampliamente, entre las
comunidades de académicos y profesionales.
Esta es la intencidén de este numero especial.
Esperamos que el lector disfrute de estos
articulos tanto como nosotros.

Jorge Arturo Campos Montero
Coordinador de Sostenibilidad,

Universidad FUNDEPQOS de Costa
Rica
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market of advertising and communications. Its
creation and operation are the object of the
article by Karla Chaves Brenes and Jorge Arturo
Campos Montero in this issue.

The growing economic importance of the co-
operative movement in Costa Rica has been
mirrored by its institutional development. One
such endeavour is the creation of Fundepos
University, a centre of higher learning that
provides training for the employees of the co-
operatives, both from Costa Rica and other
countries of Latin America. Its development
and operation are the subject of the article
here by Sergio Navas.

Other articles in this special issue deal with the
efforts of co-operatives to improve
compliance with the Sustainable Development
Goals set up by the United Nations, and the
efforts to craft legislation intended to support
the operation of electronic platforms for co-
operatives in the country.

For the last 80 years, co-operatives have been
thriving in Costa Rica, having been not only
able to survive many economic crises and
downturns, but also to take advantage of new
opportunities that emerged during this period.
These successes deserve to be shared widely,
among the communities of academics and of
practitioners. This is the intention of this
special issue. We hope that the reader will
enjoy these articles as much as we did.

Miguel Rojas, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Finance,
Department of Accounting, Université de
Moncton, Member of the Co-operative
Management Research Group
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