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Co-operatives Role in Sustainable Vision 

• 8.5 billion people on earth by 2030 
• 1.2 billion co-op members per https://ica.coop/en/facts-and-

figures
• Sustainability reporting in largest 300 cooperatives 

• 2001 – 2010  - increase 1 to 22 reports
• 2010 - 2013 – decreased 

• Sustainability reporting in Fortune 500 Index 82% of top 250 
using GRI

https://ica.coop/en/facts-and-figures


Millennium Development Goals 2015

Sample of the success to inspire:
• people living in extreme poverty declined by more than half, 

(1990 – 1.9 billion to 2015- estimated 836 million)
• out-of-school children of primary school age worldwide fell by 

almost 50%, (2000 - 100 million to 2015- estimated 57 million)
• Maternal mortality fell by 45 percent worldwide, since 1990, 
• Worldwide 2.1 billion people have gained access to improved 

sanitation

8 ASPIRATIONAL GOALS AND 15 YEAR EFFORT 



United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Universal Set of Goals
Underlying principles of the goals are: 
Universality, (apply to all countries, irrespective of development status, ) 
(ii) Integration – balancing all three dimensions economic, social welfare and environmental protection (managing the trade-offs and maximizing synergies) 
(iii) No one left behind (pushes all to go beyond) ( would this focus cooperative charity funds) 
All UN Members can respond to these challenges and develop policies to sustain people, the planet and prosperity 





GOAL 12 RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION 

By 2030,
• achieve the sustainable management and efficient use of 

natural resources
• halve per capita global food waste at the retail and 

consumer levels and reduce food losses along production 
and supply chains, including post-harvest losses

• ensure that people everywhere have the relevant 
information and awareness for sustainable development and 
lifestyles in harmony with nature
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Presentation Notes
Water
Less than 3 per cent of the world’s water is fresh (drinkable), of which 2.5 per cent is frozen in the Antarctica, Arctic and glaciers. Humanity must therefore rely on 0.5 per cent for all of man’s ecosystem’s and fresh water needs�Man is polluting water faster than nature can recycle and purify water in rivers and lakes�More than 1 billion people still do not have access to fresh water
FOOD�1.3 billion tonnes of food is wasted every year while almost 1 billion people go undernourished and another 1 billion hungry�Overconsumption of food is detrimental to our health and the environment�2 billion people globally are overweight or obese�Land degradation, declining soil fertility, unsustainable water use, overfishing and marine environment degradation are all lessening the ability of the natural resource base to supply food





COOPERATIVES 2017 ( 2015 DATA)  - 300 KEY  FIGURES 2017 

Per International Cooperative Alliance -



Presenter
Presentation Notes
International Cooperatives Alliance 
Prepared by the Sustainability Solutions Group 
Sustainability Reporting for Cooperatives: A Guidebook 
March 2016 



Cooperative Principles SDG

1. Voluntary and open membership

2. Democratic member control

3. Member economic participation

4. Autonomy and independence

5. Education, training, and information

6. Cooperation among cooperatives

7. Concern for community

Cooperative Principles and SDG the links 



Shaping the Cooperatives Framework 

• What is the importance of a 
framework ?

• Who are the primary users?
• What types of decision 

making will they be doing?

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiLnp7kubnMAhWknIMKHQZHDk8QjRwIBw&url=https://www.visioncritical.com/tech-turbocharging-transparency/&psig=AFQjCNEu7KrkIBMIr16ya597rcwXPi3Bdg&ust=1462211780870556


The Adaptation Imperative

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The adaptation imperative: 
Importance of innovation for adaptation
Implications for competitive and economic success
Strategic planning – mitigating risks and capitalizing on opportunities
Being successful will require a shift in mindset Competitive and Economic success. 
For example, many Canadian oil & gas companies (such as Suncor) are now calling themselves “Energy Companies.” Today, Enbridge is one of the largest renewable energy companies in Canada, and its portfolio of renewable energy projects is diversified and growing.
Some won't survive. It is not the strongest who survive but rather those who can adapt most effectively. 





•

Cooperatives… Global Influence 

We influence …

We learn …

• “Cooperative Identity” to become one of 
the best known ethical marquees in the 
world by 2020 - International Co-operative 
Alliance 



Contact Information

Karen McCardle, CPA, CA, 
Director – Research, Guidance and Support 
CPA Canada
Phone: 416-204-3465
Email: kmccardle@cpacanada.ca

mailto:kmccardle@cpacanada.ca
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